1728] French Regime in Wisconsin

On the third day after the departure from la Baye, very late
in the evening, even somewhat far into the night, the chiefs of
the Puants® came out three leagues from their village to meet
the French, with their peace calumets and with refreshments of
bear’s meat. On the next day, the French were received by
this nation, now very small in numbers, to the sound of several
discharges of musketry, and amid great demonstrations of joy.
They asked us with so good grace to do them the honor of
spending some time among them, that the rest of the day was
granted them, from noon until the following night. There may
be in this village 60 or 80 men in all; but all, both men and
women, are very tall and well-built. They are upon the horders
of a very pretty little lake, in quite an agreeable place, both
for sitnation and for the good quality of the soil, at 14 leagnes
from la Baye and 8 leagnes from the Renards.

Early the next morning, the 15th of the month of August,
the convoy set out in fairly good weather to continue on its way,
but a storm having arisen in the afternoon, we arrived quite wet
and while the rain was still falling, at the cabins of the Renards,
a nation so dreaded and really very little to be dreaded, to judge
from all appearances. It is composed of 200 men at the most;
but there is a nursery-garden of children, especially of boys
between ten and fourteen years old, well made and sturdy.

heir cabins® are upon a little eminence on the banks of a
small river which bears their name, very winding or sinuous,
so much so that one is continually making the entire turn of
the wheel of the compass there. It is, however, quite broad in
appearance, lying between a chain ef hills upon each side; but
there is only one miserable little channel amid this apparent
extent of bed, which is a kind of swamp filled with rushes and
wild rice of an almost impenetrable density. They have only
simple cabins of bark without any sort of palisade or other
fortification. When the French canoes touched their shores,

1 French name for the Winnebago Indians. See Wis. Hist. Colls., Xvi,
index.—ED.
2For the location of the Fox village, see Wis. Hist. Colls.,, Xvi, D.
39, note.—ED.
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